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“Public, school, and 
academic libraries often 

have “special areas” within 
their collections. These 
special collections are 

often resources in a 
variety of formats that 
are distinctive and have 
intrinsic value to the 

institution. Special areas 
can include rare books, 

genealogy materials, 
archives, local history, 
theses, and books from 

local authors.” from ALA

https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/selectionpolicytoolkit/special


Tugwell Room - PGCMLS
Sojourner Truth Room - PGCMLS

Maryland Room - Frederick County Public 
Library - local history

Menken Room - Enoch Pratt 
Maryland Room - Anne Arundel Public Library

The People’s Archive - DC Public Library -
Washington DC

https://www.fcpl.org/library-services/maryland-room
https://www.prattlibrary.org/locations/central/mencken-room
https://www.aacpl.net/research-learn/local-history-collection
https://www.dclibrary.org/plan-visit/martin-luther-king-jr-memorial-library/peoples-archive


• Public location: Annapolis, Md
• Created in 1935, Formerly known as 

Hall of Records
• Independent Agency within the 

Office of the Governor
• Central depository for government 

records of permanent value
• Holdings date from Maryland 

Founding in 1634



• Special Collection on 
Local History & 

Genealogy
• Housed in a Large 

Branch of  Public County 
Library System



• Branch is Older than the 
Building

• Collection History and 
Changes



• Collaboration  began in 2024

• Variety of projects: community digitization days, 

oral histories, trainings, information sharing

• Shared goals of community outreach and 

information/resource sharing

• Partnering with public libraries helps connect 

MSA with communities who cannot travel to their 

location

• Communities & public library staff benefit from 

access to MSA resources and knowledge 



Sponsored by 
MSA

MSA can offer a variety of free training modules for 
professional development and CEUs. Training can 
better equip staff to point customers in the right 

direction with local history, genealogical, and other 
research queries. 



How to Navigate the Website and Find 
Genealogical Resources Online at the Maryland 

State Archives - led by Danielle Smith



African American Genealogical Resources & the 
Study of the Legacy of Slavery at MSA October 

16, 2024 led by Chris Haley

https://slavery.msa.maryland.gov


Mayis - November 13, 2024 led by Maria Day

https://mayis.msa.maryland.gov/Pages/home.html


Maryland Land Records - December 11, 2024 
led by Morgan Miller

https://mdlandrec.net/main/
https://mayis.msa.maryland.gov/Pages/home.html


Resources for Community Archiving

https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/main/html/communityarch.html
https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/main/html/communityarch.html


Community Preservation Days

Oct 19, 2024

https://pgcmls.info/event/13730233


Community Preservation Days

Metadata and Intake 

Copyright agreement 

https://rightsstatements.org/page/1.0/?language=en
https://www.dublincore.org/resources/userguide/creating_metadata/
https://pgcmls.info/event/13730233


Community Preservation Days

https://pgcmls.info/event/13730233
https://ww1.pgcmls.info/digital-special-collections


Community Preservation Days

https://photos.app.goo.gl/rwuzS46Rv7P5fcqDA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/cDtFqSJajQQ3arUKA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/cDtFqSJajQQ3arUKA
https://pgcmls.info/event/13730233


Voices of Maryland
Latino Leaders of Maryland- MSA used Hyattsville library for 

space and branch staff interviewed several Latino leaders, 
Hyattsville staff also assisted in taking histories at MSA.

https://collections.digitalmaryland.org/digital/collection/vmdc


• Saul Serpas- Police Major in 
Prince George’s County

• Jesse Raudales- First U.S. 
Olympic Artists- Prince 

George’s Resident
• Wanda Ramos- Maryland-

National Capital Park and 
Planning Committee 

• Omar Eaton-Martinez -
National Trust for Historic 

Preservation



• Lynching History of Prince George’s County

• PGCMLS Prince George’s Room staff researching at MSA in 
fall of 2024

• Researching records pertaining to lynching victims Thomas 
Juricks, Stephen Williams, Joseph Vermillion, John Henry 

Scott, and Michael Green

• Oral histories with the Prince George’s County Lynching 
Memorial Project

https://collections.digitalmaryland.org/digital/collection/vmdc
https://collections.digitalmaryland.org/digital/collection/vmdc
https://collections.digitalmaryland.org/digital/collection/vmdc
https://collections.digitalmaryland.org/digital/collection/vmdc


• Friends of the Crownsville Hospital Cemetery and Our Local 
Legacy - Friends of Crownsville State Hospital

• Voices of Maryland / Jesse Raudales Interview - MSA
• Historical Newspapers Collection - Howard County 

Historical Society
• Maryland in Postcards - Enoch Pratt Free Library
• Preservation Maryland Collection - Preservation Maryland

• Riviera Beach Library History - AACPL
• History of the Prince George’s County Library System -

PGCMLS 

https://collections.digitalmaryland.org/digital/collection/vmdc
https://collections.digitalmaryland.org/digital/collection/vmdc
https://collections.digitalmaryland.org/digital/collection/vmdc/id/0/rec/2
https://collections.digitalmaryland.org/digital/collection/hchs
https://collections.digitalmaryland.org/digital/collection/vmdc
https://collections.digitalmaryland.org/digital/collection/mdpc
https://collections.digitalmaryland.org/digital/collection/vmdc
https://collections.digitalmaryland.org/digital/collection/pmpm
https://collections.digitalmaryland.org/digital/collection/rivi
https://collections.digitalmaryland.org/digital/collection/vmdc
https://collections.digitalmaryland.org/digital/collection/pcgm


• Collaborating can be mutually beneficial
• MSA offers free resources, expertise, and training
• Local library agencies hold a position of trust in

their communities
• MSA can broaden their reach by training local

library staff to navigate their resources and /or
facilitate long term MSA content collection
projects



Q&A Sessions



Thank You
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