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● I love efficiency!

● I’m dyslexic

● I’m an AI skeptic
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What’s the problem?



Where does the 
information come from?

● Generative AI is not AI 
in the way that we 
imagined AI in fiction

● Giving you the most 
probable response to 
your query



“Half (51%) of young people ages 14–22 
reported using generative AI at some 
point, but only 4% claimed to be daily 

users. The most commonly reported use 

for AI was getting information 
(53%) and brainstorming (51%).”



N
o

 m
o

ra
l p

an
ic

 p
ls



Why are students using Generative AI, even when 
they are told not to?
- They think it knows better than them
- It is more understandable and consistent then search engine results 
- They think it’s a better writer than them
- They don’t know why they are doing an assignment and think of it as 

busy work
- They don’t have enough time to do the assignment
- Information they need is paywalled/inaccessible 



1. The response AI gives you is not based in 
facts, but based on the availability of data. 
On probability.

1. It is an extremely inefficient way to answer 
questions. 
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—Electric Power Research 
Institute

At 2.9 watt-hours per 
ChatGPT request, AI queries 
require about 10 times the 
electricity of traditional 
Google queries



—Cindy Gordon, Forbes

“AI server cooling consumes 
significant water, with data 
centers using cooling towers 
and air mechanisms to 
dissipate heat, causing up to 
9 liters of water to evaporate 
per kWh of energy used”





An Amazon Web Services data center in Ashburn, Virginia, Nathan Howard/Bloomberg/Getty Images

● “Companies such as Google and Amazon have ramped up 
construction of new data centers as they race to compete in artificial 
intelligence. The facilities’ extraordinary demand for electricity to 
power and cool computers inside can drive up the price local utilities 
pay for energy and require significant improvements to electric grid 
transmission systems.”

● “In the Mid-Atlantic, the regional power grid’s energy costs shot up 
dramatically, and data centers are cited as among the root causes of 
rate increases of up to 20 percent expected in 2025.”

● “households in the Baltimore area, where annual bills will increase an 
average of $192”

–Evan Halper and Caroline O'Donovan for The Washington Post



The 
Framework



F
ra

m
ew

or
k 

fo
r 

In
fo

rm
at

io
n

 
Li

te
ra

cy
 f

or
 H

ig
h

er
 E

d
u

ca
ti

o
n

Information Has 
Value

Authority Is 
Constructed and 

Contextual

Information Creation 
as a Process

Searching as 
Strategic Exploration

Research as 
Inquiry

Scholarship as 
Conversation



—Amy B. James and Ellen 
Hampton Filgo, College & 
Research Libraries News

“[Searching as Strategic Exploration] is why we as 
librarians provide information literacy 
instruction. We work with students to increase 
their information literacy skills…. something that 
ChatGPT will not do. ChatGPT will not teach 
students how to evaluate itself. Librarians are still 
necessary to encourage learners to evaluate the 
information sources and tools that may not be 
familiar to them.”



ChatGPT’s false citations
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- Brainstorming/as a conversational partner
- Fact checking exercises
- Instill a sense of confidence in their own ability 

to assess information
- Maybe more?
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ACRL sandbox!
https://sandbox.acrl.org
/tags/ai



Gen AI Slop



People Aren’t Falling for AI Trump Photos (Yet)





Facebook’s Algorithm Is Boosting AI Spam That 
Links to AI-Generated, Ad-Laden Click Farms







Reverse Image Search

https://image.google.com/





—Jen Golbeck, UMD

“There’s a classic fascist political 
tactic where the goal isn’t necessarily 
to get people to believe a lie, it’s to 
make them unsure of how to discern 
what’s true and what’s not. My 
biggest concern is having a situation 
where people say, ‘I have no idea 
what’s real, so I’m not going to trust 
anything.” When you do that, it lays 
the foundation for fascist and 
authoritarian politics to thrive.”
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