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What is GIS?

▪ Geographic Information System

▪ “a system for the management, analysis, 
and display of geographic information” 
(What is ArcGIS, ESRI Press, 2004)

▪ Mapmaking software

▪ A way to visualize information



Why GIS?

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/10/us/20090310-
immigration-explorer.html?_r=1&

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/10/us/20090310-immigration-explorer.html?_r=1&


Why GIS?



Why GIS?

http://socialsciences.cornell.edu/wpcontent/uploads/2015/10/

http://socialsciences.cornell.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/


How I Began to Learn It

Maps & the 
Geospatial Revolution

GIS Certificate Course



Academic Libraries & GIS

▪Workshops

▪Course-specific sessions

▪http://libguides.shadygrove.umd.edu/
gispublichistory

http://libguides.shadygrove.umd.edu/gispublichistory


School Libraries & GIS

▪Esri Lesson Plans & Resources 
http://www.esri.com/connected

▪Google Maps & Earth – Education
https://www.google.com/help/map
s/education/

http://www.esri.com/connected
https://www.google.com/help/maps/education/


All Libraries

▪ Promote Services & Collections

Alan Lomax Online Archive

Stanford University Librarians

▪ Holidays/Special Events

World Cup of Books

▪ Library History

Priddy Library History of Outreach & Cultural Exhibits/Events

▪ Exhibit Extensions

Southern California Steelhead Story

▪ Local Resources

B’More Farm & Food Map

http://ipdemos.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=0f79dcd3b6504be5b391021138d3b7f4
http://stanford.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=7e943267b0e14f0288e824285d19e125
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1bk_rzKO6z1Hkn0jZNWZuZipaHXY&usp=sharing
http://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=0d981a5afb114fc2b150e4a30363f426
http://aop.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=20dd025d97da4326a5aae4e0ffbc69f3
http://mdfoodsystemmap.org/farm-food-storymap/


Other Mapping Tools

▪ Carto (formerly CartoDB): https://carto.com/

▪ Google My Maps: https://www.google.com/mymaps

▪ Mapbox: https://www.mapbox.com/

▪ MapStory: https://mapstory.org/

▪ OpenStreetMap: http://www.openstreetmap.org

▪ QGIS: http://www.qgis.org/en/site/

▪ Scribble Maps: http://www.scribblemaps.com/

https://carto.com/
https://www.google.com/mymaps
https://www.mapbox.com/
https://mapstory.org/
http://www.openstreetmap.org/
http://www.qgis.org/en/site/
http://www.scribblemaps.com/


Group Map: Characters from 
Favorite Books

http://ter.ps/csd

http://ter.ps/csd


Questions/Discussion

Eileen Harrington
eharring@umd.edu
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